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back to apostolic times.   The faithful waited eagerly
for further developments.

These were not long in coming, and they broke
out in Irving's own church. It was in July, 1831, that
it was rumoured that certain members of the congreT
gation had been seized in this strange way in their
own homes, and discreet exhibitions were held in the
vestry and other secluded places. The pastor and his
advisers were much puzzled as to whether a more
public demonstration should be tolerated. The
matter settled itself, however, after the fashion of
affairs of the spirit, and in October of the same year
the prosaic Church of Scotland service was suddenly
interrupted by the strange outcry of the possessed.
It came so suddenly and with such vehemence, both
at the morning and afternoon service, that a panic
set in in the church, and had it not been for their
giant pastor thundering out, " Oh, Lord, still the
tumult of the people ! " a tragedy might have followed.
There was also a good deal of hissing and uproar from
those who were conservative in their'tastes. Alto-
gether the sensation was a considerable one, and the
newspapers of the day were filled with it, though
their comments were far from respectful or favourable.

The sounds came from both women and men, and
consisted in the first instance of unintelligible noises
which were either mere gibberish, or some entirely
unknown language. " Sudden, doleful, and unin-
telligible sounds/' says one witness. " There was a
force and fulness of sound," said another description,
" of which the delicate female organs would seem
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